
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Creation” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Passing It On” is the eleventh in the series.  You will find the order of worship 
for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  5:00 p.m.    Kids for Christ
  5:00 p.m.    Youth Ministry
  5:30 p.m.    Growth Groups (Last One)
  7:30 p.m.    The Oaks College  Ministry

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Tuesday:
   6:00 p.m.    Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
 6:45 p.m.    Growth Groups (Last One)
 7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

Friday: 
Noon:   Academy Early Release
7:00 p.m.     Children”s Lock-in

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                    All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
             if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                        on the schedule below.

Youth Ministry: Spring Break Ski Trip
   On Spring Break 2015 (March 9-13), the youth will be embarking on the 
4th annual Spring Break Ski Trip! The youth will head to Monarch, Colorado 
for a time of fun, fellowship, and to enjoy the beauty of God’s creation. There 
are 20 spots available and it is first-come, first-served. The cost of the trip is:
      Age 7-12              $280                                       Age 19+           $320
      Age 13-18            $300                                       Non skiers       $180

     The cost of the trip will include travel, lodging, 3 day lift tickets, rentals, 4 continental breakfasts, and 3
lunches on the mountain. All add-ons and upgrades (ie. helmets, performance skis, lessons) will be a la 
carte. A 50% deposit is due by January 11th, however you may sign up earlier. A website will be available 
within the next few weeks for signups online at www.skidaddy.com/aldersgateabilene. This website will also 
provide the forms, waivers, maps, and itinerary for the trip.
      Our Winter Retreat to Camp Butman is January 2-3. We are teaming with St. Paul UMC for this 
retreat. There will be many activities and devotionals, the Justin Keith Band leading us in music, and Tim 
Palmer, special guest speaker. Cost is $40 and includes travel, meals, speaker, band, and activities. Deadline 
is December 14th. This will be a powerful time that God will use to help us grow deeper in relationship with 
Him. Please invite your friends. All youth (6th-12th grade) are welcome. For more information and/or 
questions, feel free to contact me at youth@aldersgateabilene.org or call me at 370-5223. — Daniel Mathis



College Ministry:  The Oaks & Methodism

A Note from Academy Parents

  I am always eager to learn more about the present millennial 
generation which encompasses today’s college students. And 
statistics abound which tell us much about the way people within 
this generation believe and practice their faith; some of you may have 
heard about some of these trends.
   One trend that I have noticed among millennials is the growing 
number of Christians who are less committed to a denomination. 
These people choose to worship and serve within local churches 
based on other factors: worship preference, demographics of the 
church, mission preferences, etc. I tell you this, because over the past 
few months, I have had many conversations with students that result from their questions regarding the 
United Methodist Church. These students want to know what is unique about the UMC, or what attracted 
me to it, or even questions regarding some of our core doctrine. Interesting, right? These students, many 
from all sorts of other denominations, seem to be trying to grasp the differences between denominations 
while simultaneously sifting through their own beliefs and preferences in order to determine which what 
kind of church they should join (if even for a short while.) 
     These conversations inspired me to lead a three-week series at The Oaks concerning a few of the unique 
qualities of the UMC. So over the past few weeks, we have learned a bit about John Wesley and his influence 
on Methodism, the place and work of grace, issues of authority that anchor the UMC (and our personal 
lives), and our common call to holiness. My hope is that through teaching about Methodism, our students 
might also reflect upon these issues and the ways in which they are continuing to work out and develop 
their own faith.  — Kyle Watson

  My husband, Joel, and I are Academy parents. We are working 
parents of three boys.  All of them  have attended Aldersgate 
Academy.
   Our oldest son attended the Academy for two years and is now a 
2nd Grader.
   Emmett, who is 4, loves going to “school”. This is his 3rd year at 
Aldersgate Academy. He now recognizes letters and letter sounds.
    Our youngest, Liam, is 16 months old and is excited to come to 
school for his second year.  He especially loves music. We love that 
they enjoy music, chapel, art, pretend play and academics. It is a 
struggle to find a balance between working and parenting. We love 
how the teachers have worked with us to help our boys grow and 
develop. — Shanas and Joel Harris



ALIVE In Creation: Passing It On
2 Kings 2: 1-15
Sermon Notes

Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

The Gospel According to Mickey

Defining Relationships

Question & Answer

Q: What do you want me to do for you?

A:

Q: Where is God?

A:

A Tale of Two Ascensions

Disciple: To Be and To Do



Growth Group Questions
1. When you were a young child, did you aspire to be like a certain teenager or adult (whether this person 
is real or fictitious)? Why? Do you still aspire to be like this person?

2. Share with your group about a relationship with someone who has been like an Elijah to you. How has 
this person invested in your faith and well-being? What difference has this made in your life?

3. What did you hear in the sermon that you really want to discuss with your group?

4. Read Mark 10:46-52. Imagine that Jesus had asked you, “What do you want me to do for you?” What 
would be your answer? Why?

5. Read Acts 1:11. Where do you see, “all the Jesus began to do and to teach” continuing in the world? In 
your own life? 

6. Pastor Amy defined the word “disciple” in two ways: 1. as something that we are (people who seek to 
follow in the ways of Jesus) and 2) as something that we do (walking with each other in this journey). 
What implications might these definitions have for our daily lives? How would you define “disciple?”

7.Take a few minutes to think and pray about whether there is someone in your life whom God might be 
calling you to serve as a mentor. How do you feel about this invitation? How might you begin to respond? 

8. How could you invite members of your group to pray for you until Growth Group meetings resume in 
January?



Angel Tree Ministry:  Another Way to Share God’s Love!
   It’s that time again! As we are getting closer to the holiday season and 
the spirit of giving is in the air, I would like to encourage you to keep 
our little “angels” in mind! For those of you who are not familiar with 
the Aldersgate Angel Tree, every Christmas our church provides gifts to 
the children of several local families who currently have a parent that is 
incarcerated. It is a fun way to let these kids know that they have not been 
forgotten & a memorable way to let all of the family members see God’s 
love for them first hand! More often than not, our gifts are the only ones 
these children will receive this year.
   Please be on the lookout for the Angel Tree in our church lobby! This year, the tree will be available 
to choose angels from November 23rd – December 7th. If you would like to be a part of this rewarding 
experience and bless a child’s life, please take as many angels as you would like from our tree.
    For each child that you choose, you will be given necessary information, as well as suggestions of gifts to 
purchase that they are in need of (necessary clothing items and/or fun or educational items). 
    All gifts may be returned to either the church office or to me directly, NO LATER than December 12th. It 
is encouraged, if possible, to bring the gifts already wrapped, but if you are unable to do so, I will take care 
of the wrapping as needed. 
    If you are unable to go out and purchase gifts, we will also accept monetary donations that will be used to 
purchase some of the gifts, as well as to supply Bibles & other items for each family, from our church family.
   You can also contribute to this rewarding ministry by volunteering to help deliver these gifts to the 
children’s homes!  If you would like to help deliver gifts, please contact the church office or myself to sign
up.  We need up to 30 volunteers, and you should only be assigned 1 to 2 homes to deliver to. There will also
be a sign up sheet on the Angel Tree table in the church lobby. The gifts can be picked up at church on 
December 14th (or by arranging another time with me) and can be delivered at your convenience, any time 
from December 14th through December 22nd. 
   Thank you so much for your love and support of this holiday ministry! Please feel free to contact me with 
any questions you may have Grace and Peace! — Erin Hicks, Aldersgate UMC Angel Tree Coordinator
325-665-5015;  ehicks@wtrc.com

Operation Christmas Child: Donate until November 23rd
  One week from today, on Sunday, November 23, everyone is 
invited to meet in the Fellowship Hall at 5 p.m. for the Operation 
Christmas Child Packing Party. 
   All are welcome, and a meal will be provided to nourish us as 
we take all of the small toys and hygiene items that have been 
donated, pack them in shoeboxes, pray over them, and prepare 
them for shipping to share the Good News of Jesus with children 
around the world. Over the next week, please keep your donations 
of items for the boxes coming, and remember that each box that 

we ship must be accompanied with a $7 donation.



   Therefore,  I move  on to Christmas, trying to budget and plan for gifts, and I wonder why my kids 
and I are not more thankful. Hmmm. So, I decided to do something about it.  I know this is not a new 
idea, just one I have not taken the time to put into practice. This year, I am putting a Thankful jar on our 
kitchen table and asking everyone to think of something every day to write down and put in the jar from 
now until Thanksgiving. My hope is that by looking for things for which to be thankful, we will find them. 
Thankfulness must be cultivated.   Now there are even tons of free printables online to make your jar and 
slips of paper all cute, but I think our jar will just be a plain one with a stack of post-its nearby because not 
everything has to be Pinterest-worthy, and I’d hate to start making Thanksgiving to-do list!  
  My prayer is that when we read through these slips on Thanksgiving day that we will smile, laugh, and 
maybe even get a little tearful, but that we will definitely feel thankful for all the blessings in this beautiful 
life.  May you find a way to cultivate thankfulness this season too! — Alayna Brooks

Open Door: Relationships Grow in Any Season
   One of the best things about the Open Door Community Garden (South 19th 
+ Amarillo) is that even when the plants are dying and the frost is headed our 
way, our relationships continue to grow. And pie always helps! Thanks to all 
who attended the Neighborhood Pie Feast on Saturday November 8, (such as 
McMurry student Tom Burnett, shown in the photo to the left.) 
  What a treat it was to enjoy cherry, apple, peach, pineapple, pumpkin and pecan 
pie after the pulling up what had been planted in the Spring! Even when it seems 
that activity in the garden has come to a lull, it is important for members of our 
community to be present consistently at the Open Door on the second Saturday of 
each month. Our presence says to our neighbors that good things are happening 
in our neighborhood, that our little section of Abilene is rich with life and care 

for each other. That’s why I’m looking forward to Saturday, December 13 at 10 a.m. It may be cold that day, 
or it may be pleasant outside. We might not be able to predict the West Texas Weather, especially during this 
time of year, but I trust that our regularly scheduled day in the garden will be full of fun and celebration. I 
hope to see you there! Grace and Peace. — Amy Wilson Feltz

Children’s Ministry: Thankful
   I’ve seen a lot of bemoaning on social media lately about the fact 
that Thanksgiving is skipped over. And my older kids were even 
commenting on how nobody cares about Thanksgiving. I thought, 
“Yeah, that’s just the way it is,” and didn’t give it much more 
attention.  Until today. Today I was pondering why Thanksgiving 
is so quickly pushed aside. I think it’s because there’s not much 
money to be made on Thanksgiving (apart from the grocery stores) 
and if there’s no money to be made, why bother with promoting it?  
And even in my own life, I’m dismissing Thanksgiving because I 
don’t have a to-do list a mile long when it comes to Thanksgiving.



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler

Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families

Presence                      (11.9.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $20,821.00
Received Month-to-Date = $29,668.01
Received Year-to-Date = $669,272.12
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions = $139,407.26

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

9:00 a.m. Worship Service= 225                      
11:00 a.m. Worship Service=183 

Total Worship Service Attendance=408                                                   
 Sunday school=231

The Oaks =20

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, 
on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 
information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben SandovalFacebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

Still need a copy of “We Make the Road by Walking?” The church office has extra  
books available for $17.50 each. “The Blue Parakeet” is in also, only $10.00 each.   

Launa Brand
Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Mary Buckner
Lou Adams

Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

         We Never Know                                                                                                                  
                                                   Pastor  Amy                         

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:              2 Kings 2:1-15 
Monday:                Deuteronomy 18:14-22 
Tuesday:              Malachi 4:1-6 
Wednesday:          Luke 1:5-25
Thursday:              Matthew 27:45-56
Friday:                   Mark 10:46-52 
Saturday:              Acts 1:1-11 

         Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:                 Deuteronomy 3-4
Monday:                Deuteronomy 5-7
Tuesday:                Deuteronomy 8-10 
Wednesday:          Deuteronomy 11-13 
Thursday:               Deuteronomy 14-16 
Friday:                    Deuteronomy 17-20
Saturday:                Deuteronomy 21-23 
 
   How sweet are your words to my taste,    
        sweeter than honey to my mouth!
                                                    Psalm 119: 103

The Blue Parakeet
by Scot McKnight 
is the next book 
that we are inviting 
you to read as we go 
through the whole 
Bible in 52 weeks 
here at Aldersgate.  
One reviewer says, 
“In this bold, 
examination of reading the Bible, author 
Scot McKnight proclaims a new ‘Third 
Way,’ one that walks confidently between 
two  extremes.”  The book is an easy read 
that helps us to really think through how 
we read the Bible. You may order a copy 
through the church office for $10.00. 
Grace and Peace!
 —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages that 
will take you through the Bible in a year. 
Please consider reading both each day as 
we continue in our ALIVE sermon series.  

Nothing brings a smile to my face quite 
like hearing about your experiences in our 
mission field. I hope you’ll take some time 
to read Linda Strother’s story below:

   We just never know. We never know when the things we do will 
bring fruit or when one kind word makes a difference. We worry that 
we can’t write notes to Bowie kids that speak about God. We worry 
about the division of church and state. And then a miracle happens, 
and we see that God still is at work. On a recent trip to Bowie, I spoke 
with the counselor, Greg Rake. We chatted about how very much the 
teachers and staff appreciate Aldersgate. 
    Then Mr. Rake blew me away. He told me that some of the teachers 
had said they knew it was difficult for the school to get things done 
for their kids because of paperwork and the hoops they had to jump 
through. At this point, Mr. Rake handed me a check for $100 and 
made out to Aldersgate UMC. He asked me to give the check to Amy 
and to let her know that more would be coming. 
   He told me again how much Bowie appreciates Aldersgate. He 
mentioned Carlton Villers, who is always there to help families in 
many practical ways. He said the One Less coat drive is such a blessing 
and that all of the things the Sara Circle does makes the younger kids 
excited to get to the 5th Grade. He said it is hard to list all of the ways 
that Bowie has been blessed from the folks who go to read to the 
students or eat lunch with the kids, to those who consistently pack 
food for the weekends.
    As I sat there listening, with tears in my eyes, I realized once again 
how grateful I am to be a part of this community and to have the 
opportunity to serve in our mission field. 
   We are making a difference, not just with the students, but with 
everyone connected to Bowie.
   As a footnote. At a dinner theater event I attended recently, a 
stranger said to me, “Oh, I know you. You are one of those angels 
from Aldersgate.”
I said, “Yes, I go to Aldersgate, but I don’t really believe I fit the 
category of angel.”
She replied, “Oh, yes, you do. You see, I work at Bowie.”
We truly just never know.


